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Tulsa Area United Way Funds Innovative Ideas: 

Breakfast Tacos, Help for Refugees and Foster Children 
 

 Breakfast tacos delivered by formerly homeless youth on bicycles, a crisis hotline for 

foster children, and training for teachers with children of refugees in their classrooms are among 

new start-up programs receiving grants from the Tulsa Area United Way. 

 The local United Way announced recipients of its Social Innovation Grants on Tuesday, 

Dec. 15, at its headquarters in Tulsa. 

 “Our goal is to locate fresh perspectives and innovative strategies to confront challenges 

in our community,” said Mark R. Graham, president and CEO of the Tulsa Area United Way. 

 A total of $300,000 was awarded to several local non-profit organizations and individuals 

who presented new and exciting angles through social projects, Graham said. 

 Several non-profit organizations recently presented their ideas before a panel of volunteer 

judges during a “pitch night” at the United Way. As a result, four agencies were selected to 

receive grants to pursue their projects. In addition, several individuals pitched ideas to the 

judges, who awarded three grants to jump start early stage ideas.  

 The pitches were limited to 10 minutes for agencies and five minutes for individuals. 

Agencies may or may not receive regular funding from the United Way, and individuals are 

required to be affiliated with a 501c3 organization as a staff member, intern or contract 

employees. 

 “Our judges were not only looking for innovation, but also for collaboration among non-

profit, educational or governmental organizations,” said Sharon Gallagher, director of 

collaborative initiatives at the Tulsa Area United Way. 



 Agencies selected to receive grants included Family and Children’s Services, which will 

launch a crisis hotline for children in foster care to call for immediate support or intervention.  

 “A disruption crisis team will respond immediately to these calls,” said Gail Lapidus, 

CEO of Family and Children’s Services. “Once stabilized, comprehensive follow-up services 

will be provided to the children.” 

 In addition, Youth Services of Tulsa will employ graduates of its Culinary Trade Program 

to prepare and sell breakfast tacos via bicycle-powered food carts in the downtown area. The 

project is in conjunction with the Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma. 

 Madison Strategies Group was awarded a grant to build a cell phone application to help 

its low-income clients access job training or find a job. 

 And the Resonance Center for Women will teach “skills to pay the bills” to women 

working at its Take 2 Café, which will open soon downtown. 

 Individuals receiving grants include Maria Fedore of Teach for America, who will design 

and present a program for teachers who may be unprepared for refugee children in their 

classrooms. 

 Sarah Thomas of the Attic Conversations Yoga Foundation will develop and offer yoga 

and mindfulness programs for youth in the Juvenile Detention Center. OU student and faculty 

researchers will assist in tracking the impact on participants.  

 And Betty Fulk, who is affiliated with the Total Source for Hearing-loss and Access, will 

employ certified sign language interpreters to enable deaf adults to access an eight-week 

Toastmasters class specially designed for them. 

 The projects will receive funding and roll out in 2016, Graham said. The next grants will 

be awarded in the fall of 2016. For more information, visit the Tulsa Area United Way website at 

www.tauw.org. 
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